
RYAN CORBETT 

Praised for his "immense virtuosity and musicality," Ryan Corbett (b. 1999, Glasgow, 
Scotland) is one of the leading performers of his generation. A BBC Radio 3 New 
Generation Artist, Royal Over-Seas League Gold Medalist, and Classic FM Rising 
Star, he is the first accordionist ever selected for the prestigious BBC scheme since 
its launch in 1999. 

 Ryan has appeared as a soloist at major venues including Konzerthaus Berlin and 
London’s Wigmore Hall, with further performances across Europe, Mexico, and 
China. In the United Kingdom, he is a frequent guest at major festivals such as 
Cheltenham, Bath, Lammermuir, Ryedale, and Norfolk & Norwich. He has also given 
more than sixteen hours of radio broadcasts on Radio 3, Radio 4, BBC World 
Service, Classic FM and Scala Radio, and was featured in BBC television coverage 
of the Scottish Coronation of HM King Charles III. 

 Committed to expanding the accordion’s repertoire, Ryan has created hundreds of 
arrangements and has premiered new works for the instrument. In 2024 he gave 
the world premiere of Daniel Soley’s Accordion Concerto with Britten Sinfonia and 
the UK premiere of Mikhail Pletnev’s Accordion Concerto, later recording it with the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra and Andrew Litton. In 2025 Ryan premiered Jay 
Capperauld’s Galvanic Dances with the National Youth Orchestra of Scotland, 
touring the UK and Germany. One critic remarked that his performance in Berlin 
“shone with technical perfection and subtle tonal nuance. In his encore - a moving 
Bach arrangement - he once again revealed his musical depth”. (Berlin Morgen 
Post) 

 Ryan collaborates widely with leading ensembles and artists, including the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra, Berlin Symphony Orchestra, and prominent soloists such as Geneva 
Lewis, Kevin Zhu and Santiago Cañón-Valencia. His duo with accordionist Djordje 
Gajic was described as “musically unified and utterly compelling” (Seen and Heard 
International). 

 He won first prize at the 2022 Bromsgrove International Musicians’ Competition and 
is a prize-winner of international accordion competitions in Italy, Germany, and 
China. He was nominated for the 2024 Royal Philharmonic Society Young Artist 
Award and has been highlighted by BBC Music Magazine, The Scotsman, and Scala 
Radio as “one to watch”. 

 Having performed twice before for King Charles III, Ryan was invited to Balmoral 
Castle in August 2025 to perform for the King, the Queen, the Princess Royal, and 
the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh. 

Ryan studied at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland with Djordje Gajic. He performs 
on a Bugari Spectrum classical piano accordion, made in Castelfidardo, Italy. This 
was made possible by private sponsors, the John Mather Trust, and Dewar Arts 
Awards.  


